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The beginnings. 

The early years of the club are unfortunately all but lost, over the years there hasn’t 

been a great deal of history kept and a 

lot has simply been passed on over the 

years predominantly by word of mouth 

and involvement in the club. 

As far as we are aware the club was 

formed around 1920 with the upsurge 

of motorcycles being  manufactured 

and purchased between the 2 world 

wars. It was quite often the case that a 

rider would finish their work for the week and would change the tyres on their every-

day motorcycles to suit off road and they would meet on a Sunday  morning along with 

other enthusiasts normally in a farmers field or on estate land with the owners permis-

sion and indulge in riding their various machines around predetermined routes. 

Out of this over the years off road motorcycle 

sport has evolved into 3 main disciplines 

which are now recognised as trials, motocross 

and endurance and GMCC have always tried 

to provide these events for our club members 

and others to the best of our ability.  

The club have held trials, motocross and endurance events all over the area and further 

afield over the years including venues such as Forres, Dallas, Fochabers, Nairn, Raf-

ford (Pic: Top: Rafford), Buckie, Lossiemouth, Inverness, Lhanbryde,  Fogwatt,  

Aviemore and Elgin to name but a few. 
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A  lot of work has always been involved in promoting and hosting events not to mention 

the setting up and taking down of the actual courses and this has always been done by 

unpaid volunteers and that continues to be the case to this day. Over the years it became 

more and more difficult to hold events with the increase in property being built and other 

factors some venues were no longer available to the club. 

It was nothing less than  a god send in 1983 when the then local authority after discus-

sion with the club said that we could lease a piece of rural ground from them then known 

as Woodside House off of Calcots road adjacent to the Elgin landfill site. It was great for 

the club to be able to have an area of ground where we could build a dedicated motocross 

track rather than having to use land where ever and when ever we were able. With this 

new stability the club took a major step forward and became a  private limited company 

with no share capital on the 4th of December 1984. 

The club over the years have 

strived to develop a safe, useable, 

recreational motocross track and 

we have maintained it over the 

years at a cost of approximately 

£450,000.00 which has always 

been self financed by the club 

primarily through the ability to 

run competitive events from club 

level to National level. We have 

no doubt that Woodside is a much needed facility and indeed testament to that is the fact 

that Moray Council is the envy of other local authorities who only wish that they could 

provide the same kind of facility that we have developed and manage in Elgin. 
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The clubs objectives 

 

Maintain and manage a safe facility to allow for the use of off road mo-

torcycles. 

Organise, promote and run competitive off road motorcycle events in 

Moray. 

Training and teaching is important and to this ends we hold training 

days for both youth and adult groups with fully qualified instructors. 

Operate the track both recreationally and competitively in accordance 

with our governing bodies guidelines.  

Responsible use of off road motorcycles is essential and we encourage 

this at all times at the track and away from the track. 
Cater for all aspect of off road motorcycles which includes trials, moto-

cross and enduro and to promote the safe use of off road motorcycles. 
Youths are undoubtedly our most important members as they are the 

future of the club. 

Contribute to the local economy and trade with as many local business’ 

as we can and over the years we have built some strong links. 

Limit the amount of illegal and anti social riding where possible as this 

reflects badly on the responsible riders which are clearly the majority.   

Encourage and assist all of our members in all aspects of motorcycling 

both recreational and competitively. 
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The clubs activities. 

The club manage Woodside predominately for the recreational use of off road mo-

torcycles of all types and capacity and we cater for members young and old. In Feb-

ruary 2010 the club had 176 members in total although we had to refuse any further 

applications for membership due to the fears of having to vacate Woodside for a pe-

riod of time and further fears that the remaining area may not be feasible for us to 

move back into. The age of our recreational riding members vary greatly from as 

young as 4 to a spritely age of 67. As ages range so vastly we have a dedicated track 

for use only by the 4 to 10 year olds in order to provide them with a separate less 

technical track which allows them to build on their confidence whilst also learning 

to control their machines safely. It is only after this that the youths are allowed on 

the large track and on a busy day with youths and adults on the track if the range of 

abilities are too varied then an official will separate the youths from adults and run 

the two groups alternately in 20 minute sessions. Both tracks are only to be ridden 

in a clockwise direction from the start 

We operate membership of the club on a yearly basis so the membership runs from 

31st of December to the 31st of December.  The current cost in 2010 for membership 

of the club and the use of the track for recreational use is as follows. Adult member-

ship £45.00, Youth £35.00, Family membership £65.00, (1 adult + 3 kids (Under 

16yrs),) and lastly you have the Non riding membership which is £5.00 and is paid 

by almost all committee members as the majority of us don’t still ride. The income 

gathered through membership allows us to pay the rent and the rates for the site 

that we currently occupy. 

It is down to this fact that we must also run competitive events which allow us to 

finance the upkeep of the track throughout the year for our recreational riders 

which make up around 75% of our current members.   
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The competitive events that we host are in the disciplines of motocross and enduro 

and we run both club level events and National level level including Scottish and 

British championship rounds. 

Motocross is a fast, physically demanding and visually spectacular racing discipline. 

It's an intense and exciting sport that can see anything from a club round with 

around 70  competitors in total at Woodside for a club championship to 40 competi-

tion hardened riders per class of which there can be up to 8 class’ lining up to battle 

it out for National championship places. Motocross races are held at Woodside on a 

circuit that combines the terrain's natural features such as hill and cambers with 

man-made jumps to create a spectacular and physically challenging circuit. At 

Woodside track you'll find all manner of elements including fast straights, sharp 

climbs and drops, big jumps, technical corner sections and rough n' bumpy bits as 

well as the now infamous Woodside sand of which there is nothing else like in the 

whole of Scotland according to the riders. A typical race day at Woodside requires 

more than 45 volunteers, not including the Red Cross teams,  to make it run 

smoothly and this is no small feat in itself however the fact we can get those people 

are testament to the dedication of the club and we believe is proof to the need for the 

facility that Woodside currently provides. 

The main difference between Enduro racing and Motocross is its timed nature. It is a 

race against the course. Having actually got round the course without losing any 

time penalties you are then faced with a timed “Special Test”. This is what separates 

the winners from the rest. This is a safe part of the course where you can go as fast as 

you can over a cross country or Motocross style test lasting up to 10 minutes. In 

some events the final places are often decided by only a few seconds after four hours 

of racing. Grampians events are characterised by their fairly hard nature. 
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The wonderful scenery is also a great attraction for some riders as well as the fact the 

riders  get to ride over ground not normally accessible to them. For the Scottish Cham-

pionship riders come from the North of England, Ireland and further afield . It is a 

sport that caters for all levels of riders. Expert, Clubman and Sportsman. 2000 also 

saw the formation of a Ladies award in events. All riders cover the same ground for 

the same time. The Expert riders doing more laps than the Clubman etc. It is also a 

sport for all ages with a separate class now for the over 40’s. There are many riders 

nearer 60 than 40 who still compete regularly. It seems to keep you healthy. 

Riders from Grampian MCC have competed in the British Championship with great 

success and also in the World Enduro Championship. Richard Hay, Derek Little and 

Ricky Mair are some of our best known enduro riders. We also have a crop of talented 

younger riders also starting to make their mark. Last year we were very proud to have 

2 of our riders selected to represent Scotland in Portugal at the International six days 

enduro, (Olympics of enduro), and they both came home with gold and silver medals. 

Since 2006 the club have hosted a round of the British Enduro Championship bi-

annually which normally takes place over the easter weekend and can see anything up 

to 250 competitors coming to Morayshire from all over the United Kingdom, Ireland 

and further afield to contest the championship which is held over for 3 days which in-

cludes 2 days of riding for 8 hours each day using local forests, Woodside and the pub-

lic roads which connect the venues. For this to happen we consult with the Scottish 

Parliament, Moray Council, Grampian Police, RAC, Scottish Ambulance Service, Min-

istry of Defence, Forestry Commission and many others. Enduro is very important to 

us as when setting up months in advance  in the forest we get to meet all the other for-

estry users and over the years we have shown a different face of motorcycling that they 

don’t normally see as they are more used to illegal riders that drive their machines  
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without any respect for people, animals or their  surroundings. We have absolutely no 

doubt at all that Woodside provides both social and economic benefits to Elgin and 

Morayshire as a whole. The clubs average expenditure in the local area per annum is 

around £35,000.00 couple that with money spent by riders and competitors when 

they are here either for a days riding or staying for anything up to a week while attend-

ing major events and I doubt that anyone could dismiss our contribution to the local 

economy. As an example of this over the 8th and 9th of May this year all but 3 rooms 

at the Premier Inn were occupied by riders and there support crews for the British En-

duro event. As well as the spin off benefits such as fuel, food, parts and accommoda-

tion there are also business’ that visit the track and trade at the track such as the cater-

ing van on event days and anything up to 3 motorcycle dealers  at any one time to sup-

port the riders. We are in the process of having detailed statistics compiled as to the 

clubs contribution to the local economy and if you wish a copy of these when they are 

published then please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

As well as our club activities at Woodside we also allow Grampian Fire & Rescue, The 

British Red Cross, Aberdeen Social Work department, Moray Council, Scalloway Park 

Children's home in Fraserburgh and others to use Woodside for varied purposes free 

of charge. At the moment GFRS use the area for training their officers in the safe use 

of their all terrain vehicles and have done joint exercises in the past with the, Red 

cross and the ambulance service at Woodside and the Red Cross have run their own 

exercises also. The other groups visit with youths to use off road bikes and buggys. 

We are extremely proud of what we do as a small club here in the North East of Scot-

land and we want to be able to continue this for a very long time to come and we hope 

to be able to continue encouraging and welcoming riders from all over the country and 

abroad to Woodside, Elgin and Morayshire as a whole. 
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The clubs future ? 

At the moment the club really aren’t sure what the future will hold for us with the pro-

posed flood alleviation scheme now getting closer to fruition and we have the added 

worry that the Estates department of MDC wish to remove black earth from the site 

prior to this to up fill industrial land at Channory for business’ that are having to be 

relocated due to the FAS. The council served us with 3 months notice on the 13th of 

April of this year in order to get entry to the site to remove earth for the purpose of up 

filling the afore mentioned industrial site. Although since we had a meeting with 2 

representatives from the FAS on site at Woodside on the 4th of May we have since re-

ceived correspondence that our notice to quit the site has now been withdrawn since 

the FAS made the Estates department aware of our meeting with them and Estates 

have said they’ll await the outcome of the FAS’ plans in relation to the track. However 

this puts us back into a state of limbo and is a great worry as we are already in the 

process of organising another British championship which will take place in 2012. 

Since receiving the reporters findings that were published on the 2nd of October 2009 

the club have been waiting for the current plans to be re-examined as suggested by the 

reporters findings to reduce the footprint on the track from construction along with 3 

other sites namely, Deanshaugh Playing Fields, Kingsmills Play Park and Borough 

Briggs. However having had the meeting with the representatives of the FAS we are 

now awaiting that information. Unfortunately if the area that we use at the moment is 

reduced then it will no longer be possible for the club to host competitive events and 

as such we would not be able to move back into the site as suggested by MDC as we  

would not be able to maintain the site just from recreational memberships. I must 

also say in the report the objections from the club are from (Smith/Hamilton). I was 

not secretary of the club when these were submitted and to be perfectly honest the ob-

jections put forward are not very substantial and do not give much insight into what 

would actually be lost if  the current plans go ahead as proposed at the moment. 
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I had assumed that we would be made aware of any public meetings regarding the 

FAS as we are on the “Notifiable Parties” list regarding the Elgin FAS  Flood preven-

tion order, however having received nothing and to then be told there was a public 

meeting held in the Bishopmill hall at the end of my road that I could have attended. 

I have looked into it and it turns out that on the councils “Notifiable parties” list that 

was last revised on the 2nd of June 2010 that they still have down the old secretary's 

details and her address is care of the Legal & Committees section of MDC. The club 

and myself find this rather unusual as we have had correspondence between the Le-

gal, Estates, Environment and Finances departments of the council to my name and 

address for the last 2 years. 

Ultimately we feel as if there has been no real consultation carried out with the  club 

and as such we feel that the area is just being looked upon by the majority as simply a 

piece of waste ground where off road bikes are ridden and tolerated rather than 

ground that is leased and managed by a long established local business. Obviously we 

sympathise with all those affected by flooding over the years and the FAS will hope-

fully make a massive difference to peoples lives in times of further flooding incidents. 

Indeed we ourselves suffer from flooding however what seems to have been over-

looked is the amount of times that Woodside actually floods and is unusable by our 

members. 

In recent times Elgin has suffered four times from serious flooding incidents between 

1997 and 2009 where as what is not recorded is that Woodside has been flooded on 

12 occasions and each time this happens it costs the club around  £1,500.00 to rein-

state the track. After each of the 4 major floods in 1997, 2000, 2002 and 2009 it cost 

the club almost £8,000.00 every time to reinstate the track. The last flooding we suf-

fered occurred on the evening of the 14th of March this year and left the track unus-

able for more than a week. The area of the track that is proposed to be excavated to a 

depth of 2 meters in our opinion does not disrupt the confluence of the river in times 

of major flooding as it is only normally litter debris that is left after flooding has oc-

curred and we fail to see even with the other proposed works completed how it will 

make a significant difference to the amount of water upstream in times of flood. We 

wish to keep our track and plead with everyone to please support us in our efforts. 
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Testimonials. 

David Knight (World Champion):  The Lossiemouth Enduro was one of, if not the, best en-
duro I’ve ever ridden in – it was great fun. It’s great that the BEC has returned to Scotland and I 
just hope that the Grampian club will run the event as a British championship event next year. 
The special tests were world class. Both were completely different to each other and fun to ride. 
The Lossiemouth test was really difficult in places because the sand was so soft but getting to 
race on the beach was awesome. The Woodside track in Elgin had everything – single track, a full 
motocross test, flat turns and woodland. 

Clr Milne (Aberdeen City Council):  “Aberdeen city council wish they could provide a dedi-
cated facility similar to what Moray Council are able to offer at the Woodside track in Elgin.”  

Morgan Rosell (Swedish Rider): I heard about Grampian MCC on internet and their good 
events and awesome track. I came over and ride a event in April 2009 and I will be back to see 
lovely  Skottland again. Very nice polite peoples. 

Gavin Henderson (Laichmoray Hotel): We are happy to continue our support to Grampian 
MCC throughout 2010, the custom you bring us by way of your annual presentation and resi-
dents during your big events are very much appreciated. 

Ricky Mair (Scottish, British, European & International rider): It is no small part 
down to Woodside track and the Grampian club that from joining the club at the age of 8 I have 
progressed to competing all over the world in major competition. I love getting back to Woodside 
and training the current youngsters as I’m now aged 24 and can see so much potential in the cur-
rent youths.  

Douglas & Iona Clark (Heilan Loos, Grantown): I am so sorry to hear that the Motocross 
Facility is under threat. It is so sad that the benefit of such a facility can be undervalued.  The so-
cial/recreational loss should be obvious to anyone but the economic knock-on effect to local 
businesses should not be underestimated. Grampian Motorcycle Club has provided Heilan Loos 
with a steady income throughout the events season and it is this type of income that is the bread 
and butter of small businesses like ours. 

Ian Logan (Acting Co -ordinator, Pinefield park, Education department) ñWe are part 
of the education department who work with vulnerable disadvantaged youngsters. The young 
people have and are currently building off road buggies to a very  high standard and use the mo-
torcycle track to test the buggies. The young people adhere to HSE rules and learn about risk as-
sessment in order to control the buggy's safely. If woodside was to close up to 10 young people 
would miss out on this opportunity. And they would have no where to learn how to drive in a 
safe and sensible manner. Grampian MCC have always given our group free access to the track.” 
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Riders comments. 
Dode Fraser (Nairn):  “Woodside can NOT  close it has been enjoyed by too many people/generations for 
such a long period of time. We are talking now about the original racers who used it are now having their 
grandchildren riding and racing there. Great family entertainment for all. It has become an institution for all 
interested in off road M/C sport throughout Scotland. We MUST  see that this wonderful facility continues to 
offer the opportunities it does for a very long time to continue.” Yours in sport. (One of the original Woodside 
workers) 

Keith Smith (Elgin):  Most weeks in the Northern Scot there are articles and letters regarding off-road bik-
ers causing a hazard in and around the various wooded areas of Lossiemouth. The closure of Woodside may 
well bring the same problems to various public areas in and around Elgin and could be brought to the atten-
tion of the council/flood alleviation scheme members that they could create a major policing problem if the 
closure was to go ahead. At present to my knowledge, this problem does not exist in Elgin but who knows if 
Woodside is closed. 

Mark Mair (Lhanbryde): If they do decide to shut it, just means that more people will use boars head, 
Lossiemouth, and parks as there is no where else to use locally. I dont think they should be allowed to close 
something that has been there for years. 

J Rodgers (Inverness): As a new member of woodside I would like to say that I am well impressed with 
the way that the club and members run the club in woodside. I think that it would be a great loss if the clubs 
grounds were removed and would have great damage on the young riders that are currently riding at wood-
side.  As a parent I am concerned that if the club is closed where do the young riders go ??? There are not alot 
of areas left for kids to participate in this sport and I am sure that we should continue to support and pro-
mote motor sports safely so that people do not resort in using grounds illegaly and ride dangerously. 

Martin Kirk (Fyvie): Woodside MX track provides local riders with an excellent and varied track facility of 

a type not available anywhere else in the north of Scotland. The sandy nature of the course and link to the 

Enduro track make Woodside a unique venue, which is easily accessible to riders from as far afield as Inver-

ness and Aberdeen. In addition to providing practice and race facilities for local Grampian motorcycle club 

members, the track is also used as a venue for some Scottish and British Championship meetings. The clo-

sure of Woodside would represent a significant loss to MX competitors throughout the NE of Scotland, and 

hopefully Moray Council will recognize the popularity and unique character of this facility, and therefore be 

able to preserve the Woodside track for long term future. 

Brian Donald (Kemnay): Woodside may or may not be considered as just another piece of ground on the 

edge of Elgin by many residents of Elgin. To the members of Grampian Motorcycle Club and the Scottish off 

road motorcycle community it is a treasure and an asset that should be treated as such. I have been a mem-

ber of GMCC for a number of years and made great use of Woodside in this time. I have watched my son de-

velop from a young boy, struggling to make his way around the challenging track, to a confident young man 

who improves in ability and confidence every visit. He has came through the children's motocross classes at 

Woodside over the years and is now riding in the Scottish (adult) Enduro Championship and adult motocross 

at club level. Being part of GMCC is for us, like many, very much a family affair where we all get involved to a 

certain degree. I would hope that the people involved in planning for the area known as Woodside be aware 

of what a loss losing it’s use would be to a large number of people. There are so many positives and so few 

negatives associated with Woodside and the use GMCC put it to, it would be a shame to not be made aware of 

them.  

11 


